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World War I
3.4 DISCUSS the general causes and course of World War I  or World

War I I  and the immediate and long-term impact of the war on people
and nations
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Chapter 21

This chapter will examine the causes, course, and consequences of World War I,
including the impact on European society and the emergence of new political ideologies.
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Term
D

efinition

A
lliance

An agreem
ent betw

een states to aid each other in w
artim

e

A
rchduke Franz

Ferdinand
Prince of Austria-H

ungary (H
absburg Em

pire) w
ho w

as assassinated in
1914 

A
rm

istice D
ay

G
erm

any surrendered on N
ovem

ber 11th, 1918 at 11am

Battle of the Som
m

e
Deadliest battle of W

W
1

Central Pow
ers

G
erm

any, Austro-H
ungarian Em

pire, O
ttom

an Em
pire

G
renades

H
and held bom

bs w
hich could be throw

n at an enem
y

Im
perialism

a policy of extending a country's pow
er and influence through

colonisation, use of m
ilitary force, or other m

eans; usually ruled by a
m

onarch or em
peror

League of N
ations

Set up to try to keep peace in Europe. Am
erica pulled out w

hile
G

erm
any and Russia not allow

ed to join. N
o arm

y

M
achine G

uns
developed to shoot m

ultiple bullets in a m
inute at an enem

y line

N
ationalism

identification w
ith one's ow

n nation and support for its interests.

N
o M

an's Land
The strip of land betw

een the opposing arm
ies' trenches

N
ovem

ber Crim
inals

The G
erm

an people blam
ed the G

erm
an governm

ent

Paris Peace Conference
M

eeting after W
W

1 to decide how
 to avoid a future w

ar

Poison gas
Chloride gas w

hich w
ould burn enem

ies from
 the inside out

Reparation
com

pensation paym
ents paid by the loser to the victors after a w

ar

Self-D
eterm

ination
The right of a people or nation sharing a com

m
on language and culture

to govern them
selves

Stalem
ate

N
either side could w

in

The Entente
Britain (and Ireland), France, Russia (left O

ct 1917), Italy (from
 1915),

U
nited States (from

 1917)

Treaty of Versailles
Treaty that blam

ed for W
orld W

ar I, forced to pay for the w
ar, lost its

colonies and arm
y capped

Trenches
Deep pits in a narrow

 line dug into the ground so that soldiers could
shelter from

 gun fire

U
-Boats

G
erm

an subm
arines

Yugoslavia
Set up after W

W
1; m

ade up of m
odern-day Bosnia and H

erzegovina,
Croatia, Kosovo, M

ontenegro, N
orth M

acedonia, Serbia and Slovenia

A
lliances

The A
ssassination of A

rchduke Franz
Ferdinand

The 1914 July Crisis

There w
as no one dom

inating European country or
Em

pire so they started to m
ake alliances w

ith
each other in anticipation of future conflicts.
France, G

reat Britain and Russia sided w
ith each

other w
hile G

erm
any and Austria-H

ungary form
ed

their ow
n alliance. 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the
Austro-H

ungarian throne, and his w
ife Sophie,

w
ere assassinated by G

avrilo Princip, a m
em

ber
of the Serbian Black H

and Society. The aim
 w

as
to m

ake Serbia part of Yugoslavia.

Austria-H
ungary 

declared 
w

ar 
on 

Serbia 
after

the 
latter's 

failure 
to 

m
ake 

am
ends 

for 
the

assassination. Russia, an ally of Serbia, declares
w

ar 
on 

Austria-H
ungary 

before 
G

erm
any

subsequently declares w
ar on Russia. by the 4th

Aug, all European Em
pires are at w

ar.

Trench W
arfare

G
allipoli Cam

paign
The Battle of the Som

m
e

Both sides built large trenches throughout Belgium
and France in an attem

pt to prevent enem
y

advances. H
ow

ever, this resulted in a stalem
ate in

w
hich neither side m

ade m
uch ground from

 late
1914 to early 1918. Attacks in the trenches
involved 'going over the top' into N

o M
an's Land

w
here they w

ere open to m
ines, barbed w

ire,
shelling, chem

ical gasses, and m
achine gun fire.

Life in the trenches w
as terrible for all as diseases

such as trench foot spread rapidly. Follow
ing the

w
ar, soldiers w

ould return w
ith the Spanish Flu,

resulting in a pandem
ic.

The G
allipoli Cam

paign w
as an unsuccessful

attem
pt by the Entente Forces to control the

sea route from
 Russia to Europe. Considered a

great O
ttom

an victory, the cam
paign included a

failed naval attack in February 1915 &
 a m

ajor
land invasion on 25th April.

The largest and deadliest battle of W
orld W

ar I.
It 

is 
estim

ated 
1.1 

m
illion 

out 
of 

3 
m

illion
soldiers 

lost 
their 

lives 
betw

een 
June 

and
N

ovem
ber 

1916. 
The 

Battle 
of 

the 
Som

m
e

sym
bolised the horrors of w

arfare and the new
m

ilitary technologies.

A
 N

ew
 Era in W

arfare
The U

SA
 enters the w

ar/ Russia Exits
Second Battle of M

arne

N
ew

 m
ilitary technology including chem

ical
w

eapons (Phosgene, Chlorine and M
ustard), tanks

and subm
arines w

ere used to kill large num
bers of

soldiers. M
edics also observed a set of sym

ptom
s

they w
ould call 'shell shock' (PTSD).

U
S President W

oodrow
 W

ilson declared w
ar on

G
erm

any, citing the attacks on U
S trade ships as

the source of this decision. At the sam
e tim

e,
Russia is w

ithdraw
n from

 the w
ar by Vladim

ir
Lenin follow

ing the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk.

The last m
ajor G

erm
an m

ilitary offensive in the
w

ar 
for 

w
hich 

they 
w

ere 
defeated 

by 
the

Entente's counter-attack. This w
ould m

ark the
beginning of the Entente's advance, 100 days
before the Arm

istice of the 11th N
ovem

ber. 

The A
rm

istice of 11th N
ovem

ber 1918
The 1919 Paris Peace Conference

The Treaty of Versailles

This signalled the end of fighting betw
een G

erm
an

forces and those of the Entente, although not a
form

al surrender, w
hile previous arm

istice had
already been agreed w

ith the other Central
Pow

ers. It cam
e into force at 11am

. 

A conference to negotiate the term
s of

surrender by G
erm

any and its allies. The Big
Three (W

ilson, Clem
enceau and Lloyd G

eorge)
dictated the term

s to the Central Pow
ers,

hoping to prevent future w
ars from

 breaking
out. 

The m
ost im

portant of the treaties, it m
arked

the end of W
orld W

ar I. G
erm

any w
as forced to

accept 
responsibility 

for 
the 

w
ar, 

pay
reparations (that w

ould take 92 years to repay),
lost of territory and m

ilitary num
bers. It also

saw
 the foundation of the League of N

ations. 

W
orld W

ar I
W

orld W
ar I
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...at a glance

Causes of World War I
Imperialism: European powers competed for colonies in Africa and Asia.
Military Rivalries: An arms race, especially between Germany and Britain, escalated
tensions.
Nationalism and Alliances: European powers formed alliances:

Entente Powers: Britain, France, Russia (later joined by the US in 1917 and Italy in
1915).
Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman Empire.

Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand: On 28 June 1914, the heir to the Austro-
Hungarian throne was assassinated in Sarajevo by a Serbian nationalist, sparking the war.

The End of the War
US Entry: In 1917, the US entered the war on the side of the Entente, bringing fresh troops
and resources.
Russian Exit: Russia withdrew after the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917.
Armistice: The war ended on 11 November 1918, when Germany and its allies surrendered.

Life During World War I
Trench Warfare: The war on the Western Front (France) resulted in a stalemate. Both sides
dug trenches protected by barbed wire and machine guns, with no man’s land in between.

Battles were bloody, with millions killed, including 1 million at the Battle of the Somme
(1916) alone.

New Technology: The war saw the first use of tanks, airplanes, submarines, and chemical
weapons (e.g., mustard gas).
Shell Shock: Many soldiers suffered from PTSD, known at the time as shell shock, due to
the horrors of trench warfare.

The Paris Peace Conference and the Treaty of Versailles
The Big Three:

Woodrow Wilson (US): Wanted a fair peace and introduced the League of Nations to
prevent future wars.
Georges Clemenceau (France): Wanted to punish Germany and secure France against
future attacks.
David Lloyd George (Britain): Wanted to punish Germany but also expand British
influence.

Treaty of Versailles (1919):
War Guilt Clause: Blamed Germany for starting the war.
Reparations: Germany was required to pay £6.6 billion in reparations.
Territory: Germany lost territory to France, Denmark, and Poland, and surrendered its
colonies.
Military Limits: Germany’s army was reduced to 100,000 men, and it was banned from
having an air force, submarines, or tanks.
League of Nations: Established to maintain peace, but the US did not join, weakening its
effectiveness.

Consequences of World War I
New States: The Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empires were dismantled, creating new states like
Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia.
Economic Problems: Germany's economy was crippled by reparations and hyperinflation.
Rise of Extremism: Resentment in Germany and Italy over the Treaty led to the rise of Nazism and
fascism.
League of Nations: The League struggled to prevent future wars due to the absence of key powers like
the US, Russia, and Germany.



Ch. 21 - World War I
Map A shows Europe in 1914 before the outbreak of World War I. Map B shows Europe in 1919
after the post-war peace treaties. Study them closely and answer the questions that follow.

(a) Name three countries that gained
territory after World War I.
(b) Name three new countries that
were created in 1919.
(c) Name two countries that lost
territory after World War I.
(d) Why were there such large-scale
territorial changes in Europe after
World War I?
(e) Other than territorial changes,
name three other impacts of World
War I on Europe.
(f) Based on your study of World War
I, how did technological change
impact on warfare in the twentieth
century?
(g) Countries go to great lengths to
commemorate wars such as World
War I. Why do you think they do
this?
(h) The Treaty of Versailles has been
described as 'both unjust and
foolish'. Do you agree or
disagree with this statement? Give
reasons for your answer, referring to
the terms of the Treaty.

Taken from Artefact, 2nd Edition by Eimear Jenkinson and Gregg O'Neill (educate.ie)
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